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Theme: Talking about Foods 

Indonesian people speak Bahasa as their first language and so do I. It may seems 

difficult in the first time, however you will find it easy as long as you pay attention to it. 

Beside, Bahasa is a little bit similar with English because it also used alphabet letters. 

SUBJECT PRONOUNS 

First, I am going to teach you how to use subject pronouns in Bahasa. 

English Bahasa 

1. I I My 1. Saya 

2. You 2.Kamu 

3. We /Us 3. Kita 

4. They I Them 4. Mereka 

5. He I She S.Dia 

6. It 6. Itu 

Indonesian people do not differ men and women into two different words; they use the 

word "dia" for both "he" and "she". Moreover, Indonesian people also use the same word 

for the subject that used in the front or in the end of a sentence. 



To illustrate how to use those subjects here are two sentences as the examples. 

Example: 

She/ He is eating an apple.~ Dia sedang makan ape!. 

The apple was eaten by her f him. ~ Ape! dimakan oleh dia. 

GRAMMAR AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE 

Similarities 

Bahasa and English have similarity in grammar structure where we also have a subject (S), 

verb (V), and object (0) in our sentences. 

English: l eat 
s v 

a banana. 
0 

Bahasa Indonesia: Say a 
s 

makan 
v 

pisang. 

Differences 

Different from English language, Bahas Indonesia does not use grammar such as 

"hadfhasfhave", "wasjwere", and "am, is, are" to indicate the time for a ·situation. We just 

use an adjective of time indicator or use the word "sudah" which means already and 

"belum" which means not yet. Moreover, we also do not use simple past, simple perfect, 

past perfect, and the other verb tenses to differentiate the time. 

Time indicator: 

Yesterday Kemarin 

Everyday Setiap hari 

Today Hari ini 



Future (will, .. going to) Akan 

Past (already) Sudah 

For example: 

1. I eat fish everyday. -7 Saya makan ikan setiap hari. 

2. I have already studied since yesterday. -7 Saya sudah belajar dari kemarin. 

1. I will get my book. -7 Saya akan mengambil buku saya. 

PLURRALS 

We do not add "s" or "es" at the end of the words. We usually just use number or adjective 

to tell the amounts of the object. 

Example: 

1. Many books -7 Banyak buku 

2. Five glasses -7 Lima gelas 

3. Seven bottles -7 Tujuh botol 

DIALOG: 

This two people who have their lunch at a restaurant. 

A: What kind of food do you like? 

Apa yang ingin kamu makan? 

8: I like Indonesian foods. 

Saya menyukai masakan Indonesia. 

A: Do you like fried rice? 

Apakah kamu menyukai nasi goreng? 



B: Of course. But I prefer meatball rather than fried rice. 

Tentu saja. Tapi aku lebih memilih bakso daripada nasi goreng. 

A: I really like fried rice. Inside fried rice, they put vegetables such as carrot, broccoli, 

onion, fried egg, and chili. I like spicy food. 

Saya sangat menyukai nasi goreng. Di dalamnya terdapat sayur-sayuran seperti 

wortel, brokoli, bawang, telur dadar, dan cabai. Saya sangat menyukai makanan yang 

pedas. 

B: I like meatball because the soup is really good and tasty, also the meatball is good 

also. 

Saya menyukai bakso karena kuahnya dan baksonya sangat enak dan harum. 

A: Okay than. Let's we order the food. 

Oke kalau begitu. Mari kita pesan makanannya. 

Bahasa Indonesia is not a difficult language to learn. It is quite simple and easy for 

the beginner to learn. This is especially true for people who use the Latin alphabet on their 

first language. They can very easily learn Bahasa Indonesia. 
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